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Nagaraja in Kali yuga. In this temple, one has dharshan of Sri
Soundarya Raja in three poses - in the reclining posture as Sri
Ranganatha, in the sitting posture as Sri Govindaraja and in
the standing posture as Sri Soundaiya Raja. The PerumaTs vi-
manam here has five kalasams which is a rarity. The vigraha
of the Garuda in this temple also is peculiar in that the image
is seen in a sitting posture.
There is not much of a sthala puranam connected with
this temple. The story of Druva, the child, is too well known to
bear any repetition. As he was ill-treated by his step-mother,
the child undertook severe penance. It is said that Lord Vishnu
was so taken in by the severe penance undertaken by this child
that He came rushing on His Garuda vahanam to his succour,
appeared before him and gave him a permanent place in the
firmament Even today, the Druva star stands as an example
of a permanent landmark.
This is also said to be the place where Goddess Parvati
who lost her beauty due to a curse of sage Brighu regained her
beauty by doing penance. It is also said that the place is called
Soundara Aranya kshetram as the Goddess regained Her beauty
Le. soundarya in this kshetram.
The Adisesha, the king of the Nagas did not have children.
He prayed to the Perumal in this place and is said to have
been blessed with a daughter. As the Naga Chief prayed to the
Penixnal here, this place came to be known Naga Pattinam Le,
the town of the Serpent king.
In Kali yuga, there was a Chola king by name Sail Sugan.
He reportedly fell in love with a Naga princess and married her
in the Soundarya vanam with the blessings of Perumal. This
king, as a thanks giving measure, undertook reconstruction and
renovation work in the temple. It is also said that one day when
Salisuga Maharaja wanted to visit the Naga princess, he lost
his way. It is said that God wanted to help His sincere devotee.
However, he felt that He was not of much assistance in His
sleeping and sitting postures. Hence He took on the standing